Religious freedom
in the Constitution
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religious reasons, but it was
freedom for themselves, not fior
else,” said Wood.

It was not until August, how-
ever, that the issue would come -
up for discussion at the conven-
tion. South Carclina's Charles
Finckmey asserted the new Con-
stitution should prohibit the vse .
of religious tests for public ofs

fice. The majority of delegates"..:

“They felt the subfect "’-;.
outside the province of govern-:
ment and the Constitution .
should say nothing about it,” |
gaid Wood. For that reascs the
Constitution to ﬂui_fm was
religiously neutral: was
no mention of God or religion.
But at Pinckney's insistence,

*That was remarkable,” said
Woodd, “America was the first
nation in the "history. of the
world to make the free exercise
of religion & matter of national
law, and the first to say that the
federal government had no say
over religion.” !

It was no sccident, he added,
that freedom of religion was the
first in the subse-
quent Bill of Rights, “The reli-
gion clauses were the comer-
stone of what would become the
American way of life,” Wood ex-

. "Without the freedom

of conscience, all other rights
are in peril.”
But that did ot tee -

ligious freedom. Connecticut
didn't legally permit Catholi-
cigm until 1820, Massachusetiz
Church till 1833, It wasn't until
1868, when the 14th Amend-
ment asserted the of
the Bill of Rights over all states,
that the i:lism;ninatm? :t:lte
practices leg ended. Only
then could Jews, for example,
hald publ{ig: office in North Car-
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