Mohawk
way of
life fouled
by PCBs

Residents fear
250 years of history
will be lost in
contaminated rivers
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ST. REGIS MOHAWK
RESERVATION — A small inlet
on the St. Lawrence River is so
saturated with PCBs that scien-
tists call it “Contaminant Cove.”
Turtles tested there were so full
of the toxic oil that they qualified
as hazardous waste. The sedi-
ment is so toxic it’s been used in
lab experiments.

The Mohawks call it home.

For more than 250 years the

Mohawks have lived at Akwe-

sasne, also known as St. Regis,
at the northern tip of New York
state. The land surrounds the St.
Lawrence River and four other
rivers feeding into it — the St.
Regis, Grasse, Little Salmon and
Raquette.

“Whenever you were thirsty

you just drank the water, wher-
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Standing on the St. Lawrence River near their home on the Akwe-
sasne reservation, Dana Leigh and Larry Thompson look across a
cove to a grass-covered landfill where General Motors illegally

dumped PCBs and other toxins.

Rescuing the river

B Scientific studies trace
effects of PCBs on residents
of Mohawk reservation, 6A

- B The Thanksgiving Address,
“the words that come before

all else,” 7A
E For more on this topic, visit:

: www.thejournalnews.com/pcbh

ever it was, from a stream or
pond. It never hurt anybody in
those days,” said Betty Kelly, a

retired Akwesasne school
teacher. “If you were ice skating,

you made a hole with your skate -

and you drank the water. ... To-
day, though, I think I'd go forev-

er without a drink because of the

dangers there.”

There are no easy compar-
isons between the experience at
Akwesasne and other places

where toxic dumping has turned
the natural environment into a
human health threat. Like the
Hudson, the St. Lawrence is sub-
ject to fishing restrictions be-
cause of PCB contamination.
Like the Hudson, the St.

Lawrence is being dredged for

polychlorinated biphenyls as
part of a federal Superfund
cleanup.

But dredging won'’t reverse all
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