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For surgeons at Eg,lé.ston hospital, it’s hard to be detdchéd
from the children in your care, especially thase times
when all you’ve done hasn’t been enough... |

... Then
ou Cry’

By Roger Witherspoon
Constitution Health And Science Writer
There comes a point in a 10-hour operation when you
know you have lost.
o amount of heroic action, no amount of skill, no
amount of prayer, no amount of silent pleading, exhorting,
ordering or frenetically moving miniature needles and wires
and tubes is going to change the outcome. The baby is going
o die under your care and in your hands.
“Then you cry,” said Dr. Willis Williams, chief of
thoracic and cardiac surgery at Henrietta Egleston Hospital.
“It is the rare case when a child dies that you don’t cry.
“It would be inconsistent to be so intensely involved
with the case and with the family, and put that much effort
into saving a life, and not feel a loss when it goes wrong.
“Luckily, it doesn't happen very often. We haven’t lost a
child to heart disease since December. I'd go crazy if I had
to face that problem ev ‘ :

ery day.”
children’s hospital, affiliated with the

Dr. Williams have other patients. They.

of all ages who have heart

* fall into ,

of heart valves which have worn out

ago by a childhood disease such as _

those needing blocked arteries cleared out. ‘

With children, said Williams, there are “about 1,000 dif-

ferent things” which can require the need for coronary sur-

gery. Some of them are genetic disorders, and others are
birth defects resulting from premature birth or myriad other

. " See CRY, Page 7-A

The 7-Hour Battle
To Repair Keisa’s
Misshaped Heart

By Roger Witherspoon
Constitution Health and Science Writer
Her name was Keisa and she was 18 months old. f
A small, frail child, she weighed but 18 pounds — little
more than twice her birth weight, and about half the weight
for a normal child her age — and she was always short of
breath. ‘

- It was Saturday, March 8, and she seemed to have
caught another cold — but this time she had a high tempera-
ture and could not keep her food down. Her mother took her
to the family’s physician, Dr. A.D. Thornton in Greensboro,
who thought Keisa had the flu — until he listened to her
heart.

It was racing, topping 180 beats per minute though she
was sitting perfectly still. And it was loud, audible without a
stethoscope. And there was something else — a swishing -
sound, not unlike water swirling around and around in a
washing machine. The analogy, in Keisa's case, was fiot far

off. : :
It sounded to the physician like she had a hole in a ;
chamber in her heart — the blood ust::uwly éloﬁmg around :
whi le beat i eal ing to S . . - - B
::gw :; it%lui i‘,‘,’fgﬁ‘;‘ﬁ;y, wﬁ,e_re it &mu‘ﬂmﬁm Dr. Willis Williams (back to camera) Is Assisted In Eglest_pn Surgery By Dr.
did not know how long this condition had existed, but he !
knew, if his diagnosis was correct, the girl's heart could not  pnother. As the fetus grows and the flow gets stronger, the vided from each other by walls and valves: the right atrium,
continue racing that way for long. y - tube buckles and folds back on itself, with each section im- Which receives dark, used blood from the body; the right
- Actually, Thornton was only partially right. Keisa had  parting its own rhythm, its own nutrients to the flow. In ventricle, which takes blood from the right atrium and
not one hole in her heart, but two. time, tendons hold the folds together, arteries spring from pumps it fo the lungs; the left atrium, which receives
: *x s : the curves in the fold, and inner walls of the tube dissolve as cleansed, oxygenated, bright red blood from the lungs; and
The human heart begins as a tube, effortlessly funnel- - the heart takes final shape. ' : ; ¥ 2
ing nutrients from one microscopic part of the fetus to When the process works, there are four chambers di- L See SURGERY, Page 6-A
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