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esigner Genes By Shockley

0 ONE doubts the brilliance of William Bradford Shockley,

who, along with two Bell Laboratories colleagues, invented

. W the transistor in theforetheyevenknewhowitcould

bemed.Theymthe!oruizhttnseethenwd!orthemuedevice
which has since revolutienized the world.

Hesharedaﬂohel?ﬁneinl%storhispartinthatdiscw-
ery.andhasapenthisﬁmeﬁncethensoakingupthemamqnd
Stanford University in California and looking for problems which
m.ywanymmﬂmlnﬁmmmmagosmcﬂey,the
professional engineer and amateur geneticist, thought he found a
pmblemnoonehadthegutstolookat—thereasonfwthedis-
gsrity of scores between whites and blacks on standard, academic

tests.

Blacks, be said, were simply less intelligent. And they inher-
ited this trait. And the disparities in educational opportunity, the
disparities in job opportunity, the orientation of tests and testers,
the effects of disparate environments had nothing to do with the
fact that blacks scored 15 points or so less than whites on abstract
reasoning tests — at least, not in Shockley’s world. Blacks were an
underclass because they were born to an underclass. Racism had
pothing to do with it Opportunity had nothing to do with it. Great
Society and poverty programs could have no effect on it. Period.

e fact that the National Academy of Sciences and most ge-
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Health and Science ® Writer

Nobel laureate William
Shockley’s genetic theories
envision the manipulation of
races to eliminate people deemed
intellectually inferior

peticists disagreed with him did not deter the man. They
wrongo h:asﬁaid. an:” w]?.l:lone day have to admit it.
gin v pilgrim:ge, making i the
ink, refining his theories. i
In time, he became old hat.
“There goes Shockley,” said the critics, “the intellectual
gst”Heshnddbavesmckwiththeﬁeldheknewbet—engix

ng.

And when it appeared he was finally fading from the s«
he would come up with a refinement, a new wrinkle, another a
ment, and because he i§ 2 Nobel laureate e was alwayy il
evaluated — even though his theories were outside his field.

And now he is back. He has refined his ideas and ca
through to develop The Plan. And he launched his latest prop
by participating in another media event — donating his 70-
oid sperm to a special sperm bank which will supposedly gen
giftedkidsfrombrilliantparems.ﬁeknowshelsnotuxebe
donors — at his age, sperm deteriorates genetically and the
of defects increases.

But he didn’t donate for the kids. He donated for the
licity. The idea, he said, “is to get the whole area of discussic
frongnndertherugandintotheareaofobjechvedmcus
Again. See SHOCKLEY, Pag



