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Lauren remembers the time well,

“It was quarter to 3 in the morning, April 16, 1977.”

She didn’t recite the date so much as she shot it out —
Staccato — as if she says it often and has it permanently
cviled on the tip of her tongue. Actually, she does say it
often — to herself. It won’t £o away. It won't leave her
alone.

She was in her bed in her third-floor Midtown apart-
ment, which has locked gates outside. She moved there be-
cause “it was such a pretty neighborhood,” and she could in-
dulge in long walks without fear.

She went to sleep contented but awakened to the thud
of a man landing on her back and the tip of a knife at her
throat and the whispered, “If You move or scream, I'll kill
y.ou. ”

Lauren was about to become a statistic.
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The numbers are chilling, and, according to police and
rape counselors, the U.S. figures look like this:

® If you are a female, the chances are one in 12 that
you will be raped. It doesn’t matter how old you are. At the
Rape Crisis Center in Atlanta, the oldest rape victim treated
80 far was 97; the youngest was barely 2 months. About 25
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saw her boyfriend, Jim.

“About a week later, there was 2 knock on her door and
when she asked who it was, the man said he was Jim, and
when she ope the door, she was attacked.”

* About 60 percent of all rapists are married men who
lead outwardly “normal” sex lives.

® In about one-third of all rapes, the woman is physi-

lly injured.
there are other ramifications, but they are not re-

flected in the statistics
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The knife was digging into her throat, Lauren said,
drawing blood.

“I tried to struggle” she said. “T was shocked. I tried to
jump up. I tried to free myself but I couldn’t. Then he said it
again. 'If you struggle or scream, I'll kill you.” He said it
many times. I still hear him saying if.

“1 was just numb. T was hurting and terrified. T was
never so scared in my life.”

He had ransacked the apartment already, taking the

6 from her purse, scanning her driver’s license, learning
her name.

See RAPE, Page 7-B




